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Rajnath flags ‘alarming
trend’ of educated people
indulging in anti-national

activities

At 26,340,
Nifty50 scales
lifetime high

Indian equity markets de-
livered a commanding
performance on Friday,
scaling fresh lifetime highs
intraday before closing
firmly higher, as sustained
buying in banking, power
and metal stocks rein-
forced confidence in the
country’s economic and
earnings outlook. The
benchmark 50-share NSE
Nifty rose 182 points to end
at 26,328.55, after climbing
to a record high of 26,340.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
also surged 573.41 points
to close at 85,762.01, after
touching a high of
85,812.27 earlier in the
session. SEE MONEY
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EYE ON PAK | Can’t request us to share our water with you and
also spread terror in our country: Jaishankar’s stern message

India draws red line

with bad neighbours

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar on Friday sent an un-
ambiguous message on India’s
neighbourhood policy: cooper-
ation is conditional, and coun-
tries that persist with terrorism
cannot expect the benefits of
good neighbourliness. Speak-
ing at an interaction with stu-
dents at IIT-Madras, Jaishankar
said India has every right to de-
fend its people and will not
compromise on security when

dealing with what he described
as “bad neighbours”.

Without naming Pakistan,
the minister drew a sharp red
line between neighbours who
choose cooperation and those
who continue cross-border
terrorism. “You cannot request
us to share our water with you
and also spread terrorism in
our country,” Jaishankar said,
underlining that decades of vi-
olence make normal relations
impossible.

) Contd on | nation

When you have bad

neighbours, and if a
| country decides that
y they will deliberately,
persistently, unrepen-
tantly continue with
terrorism, we have a
right to defend our people against
terrorism. We will exercise that right.

S Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister

Top Indore officials sacked

as foul water

FPJ News Service
INDORE

The death toll in Indore’s
Bhagirathpura contaminated
drinking water tragedy rose to
15 on Friday, laying bare a dev-
astating failure of civic govern-
ance in a city repeatedly
showcased as India’s cleanest.
What officials initially at-
tempted to project as a con-
tained outbreak has now
unravelled into a full-scale
public health disaster rooted in
neglect, delayed response and
crumbling infrastructure.

The latest fatality triggered
sweeping disciplinary action.
Indore Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Dileep Yadav
was removed from his post,
while Waterworks Depart-
ment in-charge Additional

Commissioner Rohit Sisoniya
and Executive Engineer
(Water Supply and Narmada
Department) Sanjeev Shrivas-
tava were suspended. Disci-
plinary action was also
extended to lower-level offi-
cials, with a zonal officer and
an assistant engineer sus-
pended and a sub-engineer
terminated from service.

_toll ri_ses to 15

-?u-ﬂ

Bl
For residents of Bhagirath-
pura, the action offers little
comfort. Many say they re-
peatedly complained of foul-
smelling, bitter water days
before the outbreak spiralled,
only to be ignored until hospi-
tals filled and deaths mounted.
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Locked & loaded: Trump

warns Iran

Agencies

DUBAI

US President Donald Trump
and a top Iranian security offi-
cial exchanged duelling threats
on Friday as widening econ-
omic protests swept across
parts of the Islamic Republic,
killing 7 people and further es-
calating tensions between the
two countries after America
bombed Iranian nuclear sites
in June.

The deaths may mark the
start of a heavier-handed re-
sponse by Iran’s theocracy over
the demonstrations, which
have slowed in capital Tehran
but expanded elsewhere. The
fatalities, two on Wednesday

—
. <

and five on Thursday, occurred
in four cities, largely home to
Iran’s Lur ethnic group.
Trump initially wrote on his
Truth Social platform, warning
Iran that if it “violently kills
peaceful protesters,” the US
“will come to their rescue”.
“We are locked and loaded and
ready to go,” Trump wrote,

over protests

If Tehran ‘violently
kills peaceful
protesters’, the US
‘will come to their
rescue’, Trump said
as toll in stir over
economy rose to 7
eee——
without elaborating.

Shortly after, Ali Larijani, a
former parliament speaker
who serves as the secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Secur-
ity Council, alleged on X that

Israel and the US were stoking
the demonstrations.
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Govt trains gun at
lewd Grok content

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

The Centre on Friday issued a
stern notice to Elon Musk-led
X, asking it to immediately re-
move all vulgar, obscene and
unlawful content, particularly
material generated through its
artificial intelligence service
Grok, failing which strict legal
action will follow.

MAHA ORDER:
STRAY DOGS
OFF HIGHWAYS

Ravikiran Deshmukh
MUMBAI

After directing that sports
complexes and stadiums be
kept free of stray dogs, the
state government has now ex-
tended the mandate to state
and national highways under
the jurisdiction of the Public
Works Department (PWD).

In an order issued on Fri-
day, the government in-
structed all PWD offices
responsible for highway main-
tenance to launch a special
drive through the District
Road Safety Committees, in
line with directions issued by
the Supreme Court on No-
vember 7 last year.

Officials have been asked to
identify dangerous and sensi-
tive locations where the pres-
ence of stray dogs and other
animals is frequently reported.
As part of the campaign, stray
animals will be captured and
shifted to shelter homes. Vigi-
lance squads will also be
formed to conduct regular in-
spections along highways.
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US lawmakers call
for Umar fair trial

Agencies
NEW YORK

After newly sworn-in New York
mayor Zohran Mamdani
penned a note of support to
Umar Khalid, booked in 2020
Delhi riots case, eight US law-
makers have written a letter
urging the Indian government
to grant him a fair trial in under
international law.

US Representatives Jim
McGovern and Jamie Raskin
are among the eight who ex-
pressed concern regarding the
"prolonged pre-trial detention”
of Khalid and others in the case.

Senators Chris Van Hollen
and Peter Welch, Congress
members Pramila Jaypal, Ra-
shida Tlaib, Jan Schakowsky
and Llyod Doggett are the

8 US leaders write a
letter to Indian govt
after NYC mayor
Mamdani pens a
note of support for

Delhi riots accused
e

other signatories of the letter.
Their letter to the Indian
Ambassador to the US, Vinay
Kwatra, came after Khalid's
partner Banojyotsna Lahiri
posted Mamdani's note on X.
"When prisons try to isolate,
words travel. Zohran Mamdani
writes to Umar Khalid," said
the caption with Mamdani’s
handwritten note.
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Mamdani pledges
‘audacious’ agenda

Agencies
NEW YORK

Indian-origin Zohran
Mamdani vowed to
govern "expansively
and audaciously" and
deliver an agenda of affordabil-
ity for New Yorkers as he
thanked his family from "Kam-
pala to Delhi" after being cer-
emonially sworn-in as the
112th mayor of New York City.
He was administered the
oath of office by Senator Ber-
nie Sanders of Vermont at a
ceremonial inauguration out-
side City Hall on Thursday, the
seat of New York City govern-
ment. A day earlier, he was for-
mally sworn-in by New York
Attorney  General Letitia
James at a private ceremony in

an old subway station.

In his 25-minute
speech, the first South
Asian and Muslim mayor
of largest US city, said that
| "beginning today, we will
govern expansively and
audaciously. We may not always
succeed. But never will we be
accused of lacking the courage
to try."

He recounted a conversa-
tion with a supporter that has
since gone viral. “I spoke to a
Pakistani auntie named
Samina,” he said, who told him
the movement had fostered
“softness in people’s hearts,”
adding in Hindi, “Logon ke dil
badal gaye hain' (people’s
hearts have changed).”
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It also sought an action
taken report within 72 hours,
detailing compliance action,
the role of the chief com-
pliance officer, and steps taken
to prevent further hosting,
generation or transmission of
obscene and sexually explicit
material through Al-based ser-
vices such as Grok.
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Baloch letter to
Bharat raises
fears of China
hoots on ground

Agencies
NEW DELHI

In an open letter to External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
a prominent Baloch leader has
cautioned about the “escalat-
ing strategic alliance” between
Pakistan and China, stating
that if Balochistan’s defence
capabilities are not bolstered,
Beijing could deploy its troops
there in a few months.

In the letter dated January
1, 2026, Mir Yar Baloch also
praised Operation Sindoor,
saying the military action tar-
geted “terrorism hubs facili-
tated by Pakistan” and
demonstrated  “exemplary
courage and a steadfast com-
mitment to regional security
and justice” following the Pa-
halgam terror attack.

Writing as a Baloch repre-
sentative of the Republic of Bal-
ochistan, he cautioned that
China could deploy troops in
Balochistan if the region’s “de-
fence and freedom forces” con-
tinue to be ignored. He
described such a move as an
“unimaginable threat” to the
future of both "Bharat and Bal-
ochistan".

Edit Life with AI: When machines
start to feel like companions

|

SURVEY SIGNALS
EVM TRUST, STIRS
CONG-BJP FEUD

Vinay Madhava Gowda &
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI

Amid allegations of “vote
chori” levelled by the ruling
Congress against the BJP in
two constituencies of Karna-
taka, a government-backed
survey has shown that a large
majority of voters in the State
continue to repose strong faith
in Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) over the ballot paper
system.

The survey, conducted by
the Karnataka Monitoring and
Evaluation Authority under
the Department of Planning
Programme Monitoring and
Statistics, revealed high levels
of confidence in EVMs, par-
ticularly in districts repre-
sented by senior Congress
leaders. According to the find-
ings, 94.08 % of voters in Kal-
burgi district, the home
district of AICC president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, and over
88.59 % of voters in Mysuru dis-
trict, represented by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, ex-
pressed confidence in the ac-
curacy of EVMs.

The survey was part of the
Central government’s “System-
atic Voters Education and
Electoral Participation” initiat-
ive, aimed at understanding
voter education, participation
and behavioural changes. Al-
though the survey was con-

‘ The find-

ings are a
slap on the face of
Congress.

R Ashok, BJP LoP

Survey conducted
by a Modi man who
works in PMO.

Priyank Kharge,

Karnataka minister

ducted by the State govern-
ment, its report, published in
August 2025, had not received
public attention until now.

Reacting to the findings,
the BJP termed the survey an
embarrassment for the Con-
gress. Leader of the Opposi-
tion R Ashok took to X to say
that for years, Rahul Gandhi
had claimed that India’s
democracy was in danger and
that EVMs and institutions
could not be trusted. “But
Karnataka has just told a very
different story,” he said, ad-
ding that the statewide survey
showed people trust elec-
tions, EVMs and India’s demo-
cratic process. He described
the findings as a “slap on the
face of Congress”.
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Arvind K Garg, Advisor to Chairman and Managing Director, Larsen & Toubro, talks
about smart machines, digitalisation, and sustainable solutions

What key products, technologies,
or launches will you be showcasing
at EXCON 2025, and how do these
offerings address the evolving
needs of construction, mining, and
infrastructure segments such as
bridges, flyovers, rural projects and
smart cities?

As the country progresses towards the
long-term vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
infrastructure development is expected
to accelerate rapidly, and this will
increase demand not only for more
machines but also for new technologies,
including alternate fuels such as
hydrogen, biodiesel and electric, hybrid
solutions and advanced remote-control
and digital systems.

A major highlight of our participation
this time is EarthBrain, Komatsu's Smart
Construction ecosystem that connects
machines, people and jobsites in a single
digital environment. By using drone sur-
veys, [oT sensors, 3D terrain models,
machine data and Al-based analytics,
EarthBrain creates a digital twin of the
jobsite and helps infrastructure develop-
ment companies plan more accurately,
monitor work in real time, optimise
material movement and improve safety.
One of its most impactful capabilities is
secure remote operation.

New launches include the
Komatsu PC225, designed for
high stability and precise
operation in bridges, flyovers
and elevated corridors, along
with a new 40-tonne
hydraulic excavator built for
heavy-duty earthwork and
high-volume excavation. The
Komatsu PC35, our compact
champion, serves tight
urban and utility applica-
tions, while models such as
the Komatsu PC81, Komatsu
PC136, Komatsu PC205, Komatsu PC210
and Komatsu PC500 address mainstream
construction and mining segments. The
Komatsu GD535 Motor Grader, the
Komatsu D85 dozer and the Komatsu
HB365 Hybrid Excavator complete the
line-up, with the hybrid model suppor-
ting lower emissions and improved
energy use.

From L&T’s indigenous portfolio, we
will showcase the L&T Crusher for
quarrying and aggregates, L&T CEV-V
compliant vibratory compactors for
roads and urban infrastructure, and L&T
Wheel Loaders and L&T Skid Steer

Arvind K Garg

Loaders for material hand-

operations and solid-waste
applications.

How is your organisation
integrating advancements in
digitalisation, automation, Al,
telematics and predictive
technologies to enhance
productivity, safety, lifecycle value
and overall machine performance
for customers?

Digitalisation continues to transform
how construction and mining projects
are planned and executed. Building on
the EarthBrain Smart Construction eco-
system introduced earlier, which brings
data-led planning, jobsite visualisation
and remote operation into mainstream

ling, road support, municipal

workflows, our focus now is on
strengthening connectivity, predictive
insights and operator support across the
fleet.

KOMTRAX provides real-time
information on utilisation, load behav-
iour, fuel efficiency and operating trends,
while KOMTRAX Plus supports mining-
class machines with deeper diagnostics.
Predictive maintenance is reinforced
through Komatsu Oil Wear Analysis, and
Swift Service 360 improves service
responsiveness and documentation accu-
racy.

Indigenous digital solutions comple-
ment global platforms. DigiEye, fitted on
L&T’s CEV-V compliant vibratory com-
pactors, provides supervisors and fleet
managers with real-time visibility of
compaction quality, machine parameters

and operating behaviour, helping
improve utilisation and productivity
across diverse jobsite conditions.
Automation and hydraulic intelligence
add another layer of efficiency.
HydrauMind balances engine power and
hydraulic demand for smoother cycles
and reduced fuel usage, and the Komatsu
HB365 Hybrid Excavator supports
energy recovery and lower emissions.
To help customers gain full value from
these technologies, we continue to
strengthen operator and technician
capabilities through simulators, IESC-
certified training and on-site mentoring.
The commissioning of a 100-tonne
Komatsu HD785-7 dump truck by an all-
women L&T team at Tata Steel's
Noamundi mine showcases the capabil-
ity-building efforts underway.

What is your assessment of the
market potential for your key
product categories in India, and
how do you foresee demand trends
evolving in 2026 and heyond?

India is entering a sustained phase of
infrastructure expansion with strong
activity in highways, rail corridors, min-
ing, airports, smart cities and water
management. As the country advances
towards the goals of Viksit Bharat,
demand for construction and mining
equipment is expected to remain strong.

Highway development will continue to
drive requirements for machines like the
Komatsu PC205, Komatsu PC210, com-
pactors and graders. Elevated roads,
bridges and flyovers will support
demand for models such as the Komatsu
PC225 and Komatsu PC390. Urban infra-
structure and utility works will benefit
from compact machines such as the
Komatsu PC35 and Komatsu PC81, and
the L&T Trencher for underground util-
ities and fibre-rollout projects.

Mining growth will support heavy
excavators like the Komatsu PC390 and
Komatsu PC500, along with hybrid
models such as the Komatsu HB365.
Rental demand is also set to rise as SMEs
and contractors adopt asset-light models.

Looking towards 2026 and beyond,
demand will shift further towards tech-
nologically advanced equipment like
hybrid and alternate-fuel machines,
intelligent and connected equipment
and solutions that reduce fuel wast-
age, emissions and jobsite variability. Our
product range positions us well to sup-
port these evolving needs.

What are the key highlights of your
participation at EXCON this year?
EXCON 2025 is a milestone year for Bull
Machines. We are showcasing our next-
generation Super Smart High-Speed
Series, reinforcing our position as the
world leader in performance in the
backhoe loader segment. Key highlights
include:
® Launch of the Super Smart High-
Speed Series backhoe loaders.
@ Introduction of new models:
©® 74 HP KOEL Super Smart High Speed
@ 55 HP “Challenger” model with

‘Innovation is the
backbone of Bull...

V. Parthiban,
Founder &
Managing Director
of Bull Machines,
’ on showcasing
/i I'] next-gen
backhoe loaders
& global CE
leadership at
EXCON

channel expansion.

With India entering what we believe
will be two decades of unstoppable
infrastructure growth, EXCON is a plat-
form where Bull demonstrates its capa-
bility to lead both India and the world.

How do you view the current
demand scenario for construction
equipment in India and South
Asia?

India is in one of the most exciting
periods in its economic history.
Infrastructure growth is strong and will

Ashok Leyland engine
® Grandia - our ultra-lux-

ury backhoe loader
® Display of the all-new

AV490 B5 skid loader

and AV740 (74 HP) skid

loader.

® Showcasing our new
mini excavators and
telehandlers.

Together, these
launches reflect our com-
mitment to global com-
petitiveness, superior performance, and
Indian engineering excellence.

How significant is EXCON as a

platform for your company in

terms of networking, brand

visibility, and business

opportunities?

EXCON is the most important stage for

Indian construction equipment manu-

facturers, and for Bull, it has been a

massive growth catalyst.

® It strengthens our brand visibility,
especially as the fastest-growing
backhoe loader brand in the world.

® It brings us closer to global cus-
tomers, OEM partners, and technol-
ogy suppliers.

® EXCON accelerates opportunities in
exports, strategic collaborations, and

V. Parthiban

continue for the next several

decades.

Demand may see occasional

dips, but structurally:

® Long-term growth is

extremely positive

@ India’s investment cycle is

strengthening

® Government focus on

roads, rail, mining, housing,

and rural development is

accelerating CE demand

® South Asia mirrors this
growth with significant opportunities
Overall, we believe this decade—and

the next—belong to India.

How are your products evolving in

terms of performance, fuel

efficiency, safety, and technology

adoption?

Bull Machines is continuously pushing

the boundaries of performance and

efficiency:

® Super Smart Backhoe Loader is one
of the most fuel-efficient backhoe
loaders in the world.

® We have transitioned to advanced
piston pump systems for higher effi-
ciency and reliability.

® Our R&D team focuses on perform-
ance optimisation, durability, and
operator comfort.

@ Safety-focused design and telematics-

enabled monitoring continue to

evolve.

] On EVs, we are evaluating the

mtechnology, but currently, we do

not see practical usage in heavy

earthmoving equipment due to

%, cnergy density, runtime, and

cost constraints.

Durability and precision

Alex Tan, CEO - APAC
Region - JOST World,
discusses solutions that
enhance efficiency and
equipment longevity

What does this joint participation at
EXCON 2025 represent for the
JOST Group?

EXCON 2025 is a significant milestone for
the JOST World in India. Though JOST
and Hyva have long been global leaders
in commercial vehicle, construction, and
mining solutions, this is the first time we
are presenting an integrated portfolio
together on a major international stage in
India. It reflects India’s increasing stra-
tegic relevance in our global roadmap
and marks a unified direction as one
group.

JOST leads the showcase with its
proven range of fifth-wheel couplings,
kingpins, towing hitches, landing
gears, axles, and suspension systems —
engineered for rugged reliability, long
service life, and safety in demanding
conditions. Hyva complements this
with the India debut of the Heavy-Duty
Pro (HD-Pro) mining cylinder range,
along with hydraulic cylinders, wetkits,
SlideKap, and the Digital Tipping
System (DTS).

Which product categories or
technologies is your company
showcasing at the event?

JOST is showecasing its full range of trailer

aggregates system, including fifth wheel
couplings, kingpins, towing hitches, land-
ing gears, mechanical and air suspen-
sions, and the 16T axle. New technologies
such as air suspension with single struc-
tured trailing arm and inbuilt bump
stopper, remote-operated electric landing
gear with high torque which can with-
stand with lifting capacity of 28 Ton bring
added convenience, precision, and safety
to trailer operations.

Hyva’s display focuses on mining and
construction.For mining, the centerpiece
is the HD-Pro cylinder range, built for
high loads and long duty cycles. DTS adds
intelligence by giving fleet owners ton-
nage performance per trip and by pre-
venting unsafe tipping actions.

For construction, the emphasis is on

through early warnings on unsafe tipping
angles and helps fleet owners track and
improve payload per trip - an increas-
ingly important metric for them.

A key advantage is Hyva’s Application
Engineering (AE) capability. Our Sales
and AE teams collaborate with customers
and OEMs to choose the right configur-
ation for aggregates, mining, infrastruc-
ture, and construction, ensuring opti-
mized performance and reliable output.

What key technologies or
innovations improve performance,
reduce downtime, and ensure longer
equipment life?

Durability and precision are common to
both JOST and Hyva. Hyva’s HD-Pro cyl-
inders are engineered for tough mining

safety and turnaround time.
SlideKap eliminates manual
tarpaulin handling and
improves compliance; DTS
supports safer tipping; and
our hydraulic systems and
wetkits ensure consistent lift-
ing performance.

How is your company
contributing to enhancing
the productivity and
efficiency of construction
equipment?

JOST contributes by providing robust
axles, suspensions, and fifth wheel coup-
ling systems that improve vehicle stability
in uneven or congested terrain — result-
ing in smoother cycles and lower stress
on equipment.

Hyva enhances productivity by ensur-
ing faster, safer operations. SlideKap
speeds up loading and unloading while
removing manual effort. Our hydraulic
systems deliver consistent tipping per-
formance, even under varying conditions.
DTS reinforces operational discipline

- conditions, with stronger
- structures, improved sealing
systems, and features that
reduce maintenance and
extend service life.

JOST’s axles, suspensions,
and fifth wheel coupling
devices are designed for sta-
bility and longevity in rough-
road and off-road conditions.
Their precision engineering
reduces stress on other
vehicle components, minim-
izing failures and downtime. DTS adds an
important preventive layer by warning
and stopping unsafe tipping actions. This
not only protects equipment but provides
accurate daily per-trip payload and per-
formance data — valuable for planning
and managing fleet efficiency.

How do your products support
OEMs and end-users in lowering
operating costs and improving fuel
efficiency?

Fuel, maintenance, and downtime are the
biggest cost drivers in construction and

mining. Our solutions are addressed
comprehensively.

JOST's fifth wheels, axles and suspen-
sions improve load distribution and
reduce rolling resistance, leading to
better fuel efficiency. Hyva’s cylinders
enable faster tipping cycles, cutting idling
and unnecessary fuel burn.

Our Sales and AE teams work with
fleets to evaluate load type, density, and
site layout, ensuring the ideal cylinder—
body-wetkit combination for lower fuel
usage and shorter cycles.

DTS further reduces costs by prevent-
ing operator errors and unsafe actions,
reducing breakdowns, and providing per-
formance and payload insights to
improve productivity and fleet planning.

With rising focus on sustainability,
how are your components
contributing to energy efficiency,
reduced emissions, or
environmentally responsible
manufacturing?

Sustainability is central to the JOST
World strategy. Across our global facil-
ities, we continuously optimize materials,
reduce waste, and shift toward renewable
energy. Hyva is also advancing electrifica-
tion-oriented solutions such as EPTO,
reflecting our long-term commitment
toward lower emissions and readiness for
future powertrain technologies.
Operationally, Hyva’s efficient tipping
cycles and SlideKap help reduce idling
and emissions at sites.

DTS minimizes misuse and prevents
damage, extending equipment life.
Increased durability across JOST and
Hyva product portfolio reduces the envi-
ronmental footprint associated with fre-
quent replacements and raw material.

These are edited excerpts. Read full
interviews on Equipment Times website.






